SAINT MARON CHURCH

December 31, 2023 ®y. 87

Finding of Our Lord in the Temple

The Bible isn’t filled with stories of Jesus’ childhood. God has given us only a limited
view of Jesus before He began His ministry as the Son of God. Mary and Joseph were
obedient to God’s laws and raised His Son Jesus in a home honoring God’s laws. Mary
and Joseph went to Jerusalem according to the Jewish custom of the Passover holiday. As
good Jewish people they respect the Jewish tradition and they teach their son Jesus
implicitly that this is a good way to be close to God. Parents are responsible to transmit
their faith to their children. Presence was compulsory for men and optional for women
and children. So it is possible that Jesus did not make this trip before the age of 12, but
one might think that a pious family would have chosen to travel together many times. It
was the custom to go to Jerusalem three times a year: for Passover, Pentecost and the
Feast of Tabernacles. These customs were developed out of love for Yahweh.

Joseph accepts the explanation of his Son who remained in the Temple because "I
must take care of my Father's affairs". (Lk 2.49) Neither Joseph nor Mary understood this
answer from Jesus, just as the disciples will not understand when Jesus announces his
Passion to them; But they did not want to oppose God's plan in any way for their son. How
do I behave in front of an event that I don't understand? Do I get lost and "get angry" or do
I confidently trust in Jesus? Do I have the strength to pray, even in difficult times, even
when I don't understand what is happening around me?

Joseph was a man of God, a righteous man from Israel. God chose Joseph as
custodian of his most precious treasures because He found in him a faithful and capable
servant. He accomplished his mission: as head of the family of Nazareth, he saw to it that
Jesus grew “in wisdom, in size and in grace, before God and before men”. We often refer
to the family as a “ domestic church.” Whether we are mother or father of a family or even
child, we are called to the light. We are invited to make a pilgrimage to the Father’s house.
We are called to holiness, following the example of the Holy Family with whom we
meditate today. Am I helping my family on this road? Do I try to increase our love for the
Father who has sent His Son?

Liturgy Schedule
Clel’gy . . Tues & Thurs: Chapel
Rev. Fr. Elias Yazbeck: Administrator 6:00 p.m.: English/Arabic

Subdeacon Lattouf Lattouf
Subdeacon Ghazi Faddoul
Subdeacon Yamen Saada
Subdeacon Mario Ghosn

Saturday: Chapel

5:00 p.m.: English
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9:30 a.m.: English

11:00 a.m.: Arabic-English

Chareh: 1245 Carnggig dve
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7800 Brooksidg Road
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Church Organizations

Parish Council
President— Jéan Yaacoub
2ndWed. of the month at 7:00 pm
Finance Council
President- Rick Ganim:
3rd Wed of the month at 7:00 pm
Immaculate Conception Sodality (ICS)
President— Claire Naoum
Ist Mon. of every month at 7:00pm
Maronite Christian Formation Program (MCFP)
Director— Elias Kanaan:
Sundays (except Holy Days) 12:00-1:00 pm
MaronKnights Dabke Group Tanya Elasmar:
Maronite Youth Organization (MYO)
Coordinator— Peter Harb:
Maronite Young Adults (MYA)
President— Anessa Kleem
Follow MY A page for updates
Maronite Mothers Club (MMC)
Coordinator- Tina Chamoun
Arabic School: Coordinator: Jihad Kawkabani
Classes Sat. Oct-April (except Holy Days) 10 am -12noon
50+ Social Club Mary Ann Watson
st Friday of each month. Liturgy: 10:00 am
Book & Cine Club Katia Abboud
Rosary Prayer Group Daad Chamoun
Social Committee
Souheil Farah, Rita Lattouf, Claire Naoum
St. Maron Health Committee Dr. Paul Farah
Social Media Coordinator Jessica Khoury
Order of Saint Sharbel
Samir Farah and Daad Chamoun

Book & Ciné Club

Thursday January 11th

7:00 pm Parish Center
(Independence)

Liturgy Intentions

Finding Of The Lord In The Temple

Saturday December 30

5:00 pm: Parishioners Intentions

Sunday December 31

9:30 am: Parishioners Intentions

11:00 am: Parishioners Intentions

Next Week

Glorious Epiphany of Our Lord

Saturday January 6

5:00 pm: Mem Lit for Elias, Tony, Minerva, and Georgette Naoum
(Claire Naoum and her children and their families)

Sunday January 7

9:30 am: Parishioners Intentions

11:00 am: One Year Mem Lit for Subdeacon Georges Faddoul
(His children, Nada, Joe, Eli, and George, and the Faddoul and
Elkhoury families)

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!
In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.
ECCLESIASTES 3:11

Memorial Liturgies for 2024

Mem. Lit for

Please remember a 40 day Liturgy will always take precedence.

We DO NOT schedule liturgies on the following dates: St. Maron Feast Day, Palm Sunday, Easter, First Communion,
Christmas, and Festival Weekend.

Please email requests to : saintmaroncleveland@gmail.com or drop in collection basket. PRINT CLEARLY

Given by:

Phone:

Date:

Time:  Saturday 5:00 pm Chapel

Sunday 9:30 am

or 11:00 am
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If, then, perfection came through the Levitical priesthood, on the basis of which the people received the law,
what need would there still have been for another priest to arise according to the order of Melchizedek, and not
reckoned according to the order of Aaron? When there is a change of priesthood, there is necessarily a change
of law as well. Now he of whom these things are said belonged to a different tribe, of which no member ever
officiated at the altar. It is clear that our Lord arose from Judah, and in regard to that tribe Moses said nothing
about priests. It is even more obvious if another priest is raised up after the likeness of Melchizedek, who has
become so, not by a law expressed in a commandment concerning physical descent but by the power of a life
that cannot be destroyed. For it is testified: ““You are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.”
On the one hand, a former commandment is annulled because of its weakness and uselessness, for the law
brought nothing to perfection; on the other hand, a better hope is introduced, through which we draw near to
God.

Praise be to God always!
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Each year his parents went to Jerusalem for the feast of Passover, and when he was twelve years old, they went
up according to festival custom. After they had completed its days, as they were returning, the boy Jesus re-
mained behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. Thinking that he was in the caravan, they jour-
neyed for a day and looked for him among their relatives and acquaintances, but not finding him, they returned
to Jerusalem to look for him. After three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers,
listening to them and asking them questions, and all who heard him were astounded at his understanding and
his answers. When his parents saw him, they were astonished, and his mother said to him, “Son, why have you
done this to us? Your father and I have been looking for you with great anxiety.” And he said to them, “Why
were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?”” _But they did not under-
stand what he said to them. He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them; and his
mother kept all these things in her heart. And Jesus advanced [in] wisdom and age and favor before God and
man.

This is the truth! Peace be with you.



http://usccb.org/bible/luke/2#50002049-1

Sacrament of Baptism and Confirmation

HOly. If you are a new parent and wish to have your child baptized at Saint Maron Church or

Baptlsm Chapel you must call the office at least two months in advance. We try very hard to have
— only one baptism per Saturday and Sunday. Times are after the Spm Saturday liturgy
(Chapel) or following the 11am Sunday liturgy (Church).

Mystery of Crowning (Sacrament of Matrimony)

MANDATORY you contact and meet with Fr. Elias at least 8 months in advance of your
desired date.

Couples are required to participate in our pre-Cana classes.
Once a couple has met with Father Elias their date will be secured.
Call the office to schedule an appointment.: 216.520.5081

House Blessing
Please call the office if you would like your home blessed

BLESSING 216-520-5081
HOME

Communion and Anointing of the Sick
Clergy is available to administer Communion or for anointing of the sick

to those homebound or hospitalized. Call the office if you or a family
member is in need.
For emergency only call: 612-501-6383

FREEDOM TO Regardless of the situation, all necessary forms for

couples living in the United States or abroad MUST be done. This may
MARRY LETTER take weeks or months so call to

schedule an appointment with Fr. Elias as soon as
possible.
216-520-5081

Confesgion
» Confession is available prior to all liturgies.
oh \, Please let the priest know you are interested.
\ D

A Reading from the First Book of Kings. 1 Kings 3:5-14
In Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream at night. God said: Whatever you ask I shall give

you. Solomon answered: “You have shown great kindness to your servant, David my father, because he
walked before you with fidelity, justice, and an upright heart; and you have continued this great kindness
toward him today, giving him a son to sit upon his throne. Now, Lord, my God, you have made me, your
servant, king to succeed David my father; but I am a mere youth, not knowing at all how to act—I, your
servant, among the people you have chosen, a people so vast that it cannot be numbered or counted.
Give your servant, therefore, a listening heart to judge your people and to distinguish between good and
evil. For who is able to give judgment for this vast people of yours?”

The Lord was pleased by Solomon’s request. So God said to him: Because you asked for this—you did not
ask for a long life for yourself, nor for riches, nor for the life of your enemies—but you asked for discern-
ment to know what is right— I now do as you request. I give you a heart so wise and discerning that there
has never been anyone like you until now, nor after you will there be anyone to equal you. In addition, I
give you what you have not asked for: I give you such riches and glory that among kings there will be no
one like you all your days. And if you walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and commandments, as Da-
vid your father did, I will give you a long life.

Praise be to God always.



Saint Maron Feast Day Banquet

Saturday February 10, 2024
Entertainment by Nibal
Tickets: Adults $75
Children 10 yrs. and under $30
Sponsor Table $1,000

Tickets will go on sale beginning next week, January 6th until February 6th.
Call: Claire Naoum (216) 337-2851
Rita Lattouf (216) 470-7512
Souheil Farah (440) 503-2517
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50+ SOCIAL CLUB

We would like to take this opportunity to wish all our Maronite brothers and sisters a Blessed Christmas.

= Our group would also like to extend an invitation to those 50 and over to join us whenever you see an activi-

ty that may interest you in the bulletin. This club has no dues to pay.

Join us on Friday, January 5- the “Feast of the Three Kings” for 10:00 Liturgy at the Chapel followed by a pot

luck lunch as we make plans for 2024.

Mary Ann Watson (mapw47@yahoo.com)
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MYO Regional Retreat Meeting for Parents
Saturday January 6, 2024 5-7pm

Saint Maron : Independence

Hol ) ) Poinsettia Plants can
| Bap¥ism Claire Wehbe recetved the be removed from the
\éZD Sacraments (f church the weekend
] ) ) ) of January 7th.
CBaJaﬂsm and Chrismation
on December 27, 2023 Thank you to

everyone who

Daughter of Charles Wehbe &
Carole Alkhoury Wehbe

plant and helped to

make our church and
chapel beautiful this holiday season.

purchased a poinsettia


mailto:mapw47@yahoo.com

Gifts of the Altar: December 2023

BREAD in Memory of:

Deceased members of the Richards & Nofel
families (Edward P. Richards, Jr.)

Elias Said Sarrouh & Rachid Elias Sarrouh
(Martha Sarrouh & family)

Nabil Daher
(Lina Daher & family)

WINE in Memory of:

Deceased members of the Richards & Nofel
families (Edward P. Richards, Jr.)

Elias Said Sarrouh & Rachid Elias Sarrouh
(Martha Sarrouh & family)

Nabil Daher
(Lina Daher & family)

CANDLES in Memory of:

Deceased members of the Richards & Nofel
families
(Edward P. Richards, Jr.)

George & Roma Sessin
(Their children & their families)

Jacob & Juliette Saad & the deceased
members of the Saad and Elzeer families
(Thomas Saad & family)

Elias Said Sarrouh & Rachid Elias Sarrouh
(Martha Sarrouh & family)

Nabil Daher
(Lina Daher & family)

In Thanksgiving
William & Denise Bishilany & family

Declan Gordon

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

| hope this finds you well.

The month of December is one where we celebrate the Birth of Our
Lord, gather with family, and look forward to the coming of the New
Year. It is a busy time for us, but it is also a time to give thanks for
all the blessings we received during the year and also think about
charitable giving.

This year, three new priests were ordained with one more being
ordained this weekend. We also have five seminarians and five
married men preparing for the priesthood which is a wonderful sign
of the growth of our community, but it is also an expensive
endeavor.

Our missions also continue to grow, and we have opened two new
missions in two new states. We are happy to be able to serve our
people across the country and help many people live and raise
their families in the faith.

Our ministries also continue to serve the different areas of our
Eparchy including our youth, young adults, family ministry, religious
education, and much more.

We also support our brothers and sisters in need here, at home,
and in Lebanon, Syria, and the Middle East.

The Eparchy is here to serve you, but we cannot continue our
efforts without your support. | ask you to pray and reflect and if you,
your family, or your friends would like to make a gift this year to the
Eparchy, please follow the instructions below on how

to donate online or mail a donation:

Eparchy Donation Page

December 24, 25,2023
GENERAL DEPOSIT § 2,169.00 Checks may be mailed to:
CHRISTMAS DEPOSIT $ 17,123.00

Eparchy of Our Lady of Lebanon of Los Angeles

Saturday 5:00 pm $ 544.00 ;93,[00 S'nalﬁ' g;\eg: 5207)( 8509
Sunday 9:30 am $ 559.00 orter Ranch,
Sunday 11:00 am $ 466.00 Thank you for supporting us as we continue our ministry of service
Online $ 600.00 and care.
Sunday 5:00 pm 3 7,401.00 With sincere best wishes and prayers, | remain
Midnight $ 3,148.00
Monday 9:30 am : 5 giz’gg Yours in Christ,
Monday 11:00 am T

+A. Elias Zaidan
Bishop of the Eparchy of Our Lady of Lebanon of Los Angeles


https://eparchy.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=745b45d5ae0f063dc82e35662&id=43e90cbf18&e=6c2badc9a2

Ziad El-Hayek, D.M.D

EMERGENCIES
MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

DENTURES EXTRACTIONS ”
CROWNS-BRIDGES ~ TOOTH WHITENING “ Ny ¢
GUM TREATMENTS COSMETIC DENTISTRY \’ o
IMPLANTS / A !

L DENTIST

19680 GENTER RIDGE RD.

ROCKY RIVER, OH 44116 216-251-4474  WWW.ZDENTISTOFFICE.COM

Baked Fresh Daily, Ceddings Ueluding Bundays

akm. Comp mpany
Meq’/z‘errafean Cuisine Catering

1301 Carnegie Ave Phone (216)861-0317

Cleveland, Oh 44115 Fax (216)861-5536
Toll Free 1-800-561-1317

Home of Aladdin's Pita Bread

oward
annanm

Real Estate Mortgage Title Insurance

With something as important as your home at stake,
you need a dedicated professional whose complete
focus will be on helping you achieve your

home buying and selling goals.

Jamie Samaha
Realtor®

-National Sales Excellence Award
(Top 5% Nationally)
-OAR President’s Sales Club
Achievement Award
-Cleveland Magazine Top Real Estate
Agentin NEOH 2020
-Multi Million Dollar Producer
-Howard Hanna Champions Club Award
-Quality Service Award
-Certified Negotiation Specialist
b -Residential Relocation Specialist

Call/Text: (216) 925-2063
amiesamaha@howardhanna.com
. jamiesamaha.howardhanna.com
ker Rd, Suite 10 e, OH 44145

REALTOR

ROYALwW? CABINET

DESIGN COMPANY

Architectural Millwork | Custom Cabinetry

15800 Commerce Park Drive
Brook Park, OH 44142

JOSEPH ESTEPHAN
PRESIDENT

P: 216.267.5330 Ext 102
F: 216.267.1441
E: joe@royalcabinetdesign.com

royalcabinetdesign.com

“AWI

Charbel Harb

Proudly Serving Northeast
Ohio
Sell * Buy * Rent * Invest
Mobile: 216-346-6676

Grluyz_

HoMESTAR
Office: 440-449-9100
@ [E MLE Fax: 216-741-6871
harbl@sbcglobal.net

ACA/Health&
MEDICARE
Independent Consultant
Youssef Barakat

‘4&.

Call: 330-858-6612
Email: yousbarakat@gmail.com

Sentinel Health Insurance

[ J @
Lﬁ eﬁL Every life deserves a beautiful remembrance.

PRE-NEED | FULLSERVICE | ONSITE CREMATORY | COMMUNITY CENTER | FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED | RIPEPI.COM

Louis D. Ripepi, Jr.

440.888.0800

5762 Pearl Road at Snow Road



laddlin's

Fady Chamoun

BROADVIEW AUTO SERVICE
Import & Domestic Auto
Repairs
5470 Broadview Rd.

Parma, Ohio 44134 216-661-4140
Owned & Operated by Assaad & John Boumitri

"3 Cleveland Clinic
Head and Neck Institute

Adnan E. Mourany, M.D.
Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery
Pediatric and Adult

Otolaryngology
Tel 440 250-5744 850 Columbia Road, Suite 100/ W11
Fax 440 250-5755 Westlake, Ohio 44145

Nadeem J. Koussa, D.D.S.
OPREM]E Westlake

24803 Detroit Road, Westlake OH 44145
AT DINTAL 440-835-5388

Strongsville
14780 Pearl Road, Strongsville, OH 44136
440-268-0768

Personalized Dental Care for the
Entire Family

www.smiledentist@att.net
www.premierfamilydentaloh.com

DIGESTIVE DISEASE
CONSULTANTS

MAYA G. MERHEB., MD

Our physicians
Bipin K Sharma, MD
Richard A. Del Rio, MD
David B. Myers, MD Maya G Merheb, MD*
Fadi N. Bashour, MD*
*We have Arabic speaking Physicians
We treat: Chronic Acid Reflux / Irritable Bowel
Syndrome/ Colon Polyps & Colon Cancer / Crohn’s
Disease and Colitis / Esophagus & Stomach
Problems / Liver and Pancreas Disorders

Our Locations:
BRUNSWICK: 1299 Industrial Pkwy N, Suite 110
MEDINA: 970 E. Washington St. Suite 204
PARMA: 6115 Powers Blvd. Medical Art Cntr. 4, St 301

To schedule an appointment, call: 877-891-3636
or 330.225.6468

*FUNERAL HOMES
& CREMATORY

Online Language Hub

Going back to your roots

@

The World's Premier Online Arabic Courses

DeJohnCares.com/StMaron
216-291-3530

South Euclid Willoughby Hills Chesterland Chardon

Native speaking teachers residing in Lebanon
We offer: Private one on one lessons
Small group lessons
/il_\;ﬁ group
—) (by age groups)

Spoken Lebanese lessons
® (407) 212-2884

ﬁ ] contact@onlinelanguagehub.com
8 https://www.onlinelanguagehub.com

We make learning fun

We also offer French and Spanish classes

METRO TOYOTA

www.MetroToyota.com

BASSAM “SAM" IBRAHIM Phone: 216-267-7@
Product Specialist Cell: 216-209-1436 i
Fax: 216-267-7068
Fluent in Arabic ‘
Saml@MetroToyota com

Isﬂswm Cleveland, Ohig

*OUR CUSTOMERS SEND US THEIR FRIENDS*

Audi

Elite Magna Society
440 951-1040
Fax:

Charles Daher

Audi Brand Specialist
216 470-4526 )
cdaher@penskeautomotive.com

Audi Mentor
8599 Market Street
Mentor, Ohio 44060

440 209-4005
www.AudiMentor.com

A SEMNSHKE AUTOMOTIVE DEALERSHIP

ELITE REALTY CO.
ELIAS N. MAROUN

15390 E. BAGLEY ROAD
MIDDLEBURG HTS., OH. 44130

REAL ESTATE CONSULTANT

VOICE: 888-736-2212 FAX: 216-927-3800
CELL: 216-406-4511

FREE ESTIMATES

4 F’I
Sam - Manager
Karam - Sales Rep

lﬁﬂ?lﬁiar kAve. Elew[/elan], 402 GOT CARP E T?

Sophie Hatem
(216) 633-6066

Floral & Event Decor

Chocolate Favors

Dr. Rustom & Mary Khouri

The George Group Corporation

@sobloom
n @sobloomcle

email: sobloomcle@gmail.com

address: 19680 Center Ridge Rd.,
Rocky River, OH 44116

Tanya Elasmar

REALTOR®
ARABIC SPEAKING

M soldwithtanya@gmail.com
( 216-704-2431
@ tanyaelasmar.exprealty.com

exp

REALTY

CARNEGIE

MANAGEMENT & DEVELOPMENT CORP.

oS¢

12900 Lake Ave. Unit 2
Lakewood Oh 44107
216-270-2300


http://www.smiledentist@att.net
http://www.premierfamilydentaloh.com

