
Clergy 
Rev. Fr. Elias Yazbeck: Administrator 
Subdeacon Lattouf Lattouf 
Subdeacon Ghazi Faddoul 
Subdeacon Yamen Saada 
Subdeacon Mario Ghosn 
 

Liturgy Schedule  
Tues & Thurs: Chapel 
6:00 p.m.: English/Arabic 
Saturday: Chapel 
5:00 p.m.: English 
Sunday: Downtown 
9:30 a.m.: English 
11:00 a.m.: Arabic-English 

Chapel & Mailing Address                      Church: 1245 Carnegie Ave 
7800 Brookside Road                         Cleveland, Ohio 44115  
Independence, Ohio 44131   
216-520-5081 Emergency 612-501-6383     
www.saintmaron-clev.org              Saint Maron Church in Cleveland 
Email: saintmaroncleveland@gmail.com              saintmaronchurch 

Saint Maron Church   
Birth of john the baptist 

   December 10, 2023  Pg. 48 

The story of John the Baptist's birth is like a divine painting in the Gospel of Luke, going 
beyond what people might expect. Zechariah and Elizabeth, who were quite old, were 
given a promise by the angel Gabriel that they would have a son named John. It wasn't 
just a regular happy moment for them; John's life had a special connection to something 
spiritual. 
 

When Zechariah doubted the angel, he couldn't speak until John was born, showing that 
something extraordinary was happening. John was filled with the Holy Spirit from the 
very beginning, making his life special and set apart. This shows how God's power can do 
things that go beyond what we think is possible, linking the everyday world with some-
thing spiritual and beyond our understanding. 
 

As John grew up, he became closely connected to something divine. His job was to get 
people ready for the coming of Jesus, the Messiah. John lived a simple life, not focusing 
on fancy things, which was different from what most people did. 

So, John's birth is not just a regular story; it's like a doorway into a life that's different in a 
special way. He lived in the wilderness, talking to people about changing their ways, and 
baptizing them in water. This was a way of waking people up spiritually. John knew he 
was not the main person; he was preparing the way for someone greater, pointing to Je-
sus. 

Thinking about John's birth means thinking about a story that's not just about everyday 
things; it's about a connection to something bigger and more special. John's life encour-
ages us to look beyond what we see every day, to connect with something sacred, and to 
be ready for the special moments that can change our lives. 
 



 

 

Liturgy Intentions 
 

Birth of John the Baptist 
 

Saturday December 9 
 
5:00 pm: Mem Lit for Deeb & Amineh Thomas  
(Darlin & Souheil Farah & family and Samir & Jeannie Farah & family) 
 
Sunday December 10 
 
9:30 am:  Mem Lit for Chucrallah and Takla Chebib 
(The Chebib family) 
 
11:00 am: Forty Day Liturgy for Nassim Elias Sarkis 
(His daughters Luna Nassim Lahoud and her husband Antoine Hanna 
Lahoud and his daughter Rana Nassim Sarkis and her husband Nassri 
Tokmaji and their families) 
 
 

Next Week 

 
Revelation to Joseph 

 
Saturday December 16 
 
5:00 pm: Five year Anniversary Liturgy for Albert Maroun 
(His wife Jeanne Maroun and children and grandchildren) 
 
5:00 pm: Mem Lit for Simon, Genevieve and Joud, and all the  
deceased members of the Lahood family 
(Their families) 
 
 
Sunday December 17 
 
9:30 am: Parishioners Intentions 
 
11:00 am: Forty Day Liturgy for Tony Salloum 
(His sisters and brother, Jamal Salloum, Huda Salloum, and  
Adibah Salloum) 
 
11:00 am:  Forty Day Liturgy for Ameen Tanios Ghazzoul 
(His nephew and niece Tony, Jawaher, and Gerges Ghazoul and family) 
  
 
 
 

Church Organizations 
Parish Council       
President– Jèan Yaacoub 
2ndWed. of the month at 7:00 pm  
Finance Council 
President- Rick Ganim:  
3rd Wed of the month at 7:00 pm 
Immaculate Conception Sodality  (ICS)         
President– Karan Farhat-Rohfeld 
1st Mon. of every month at 7:00pm  
Maronite Christian Formation Program (MCFP)   
Director– Elias Kanaan:  
Sundays (except Holy Days) 12:00-1:00 pm 
MaronKnights Dabke Group Tanya Elasmar:  
Maronite Youth Organization  (MYO)  
Coordinator– Peter Harb:   
Maronite Young Adults    (MYA)                             
President– Anessa Kleem  
Follow MYA page for updates 
Maronite Mothers Club (MMC)  
Coordinator- Tina Chamoun 
Arabic School: Coordinator: Jihad Kawkabani 
Classes Sat. Oct-April (except Holy Days) 10 am -12noon 
50+  Social Club Mary Ann Watson 
 1st Friday of each month.   Liturgy: 10:00 am 
Book & Cine Club Katia Abboud 
Rosary Prayer Group Daad Chamoun 
Social Committee 
Souheil Farah, Rita Lattouf, Claire Naoum 
St. Maron Health Committee Dr. Paul Farah 
Social Media Coordinator Jessica Khoury 
Order of Saint Sharbel 
Samir Farah and Daad Chamoun 

Our deepest condolences to the family of Simon Zarife who 
passed away on December 6, 2023.  Beloved husband of 
Amal and father of Houda Crable (Dan), Christine Green 
(Ray), Nicole Gove (Chris), Simon Zarife, Jr. and Sarah  

Paolino (Gabe): grandfather of 12. Brother of Souad Khadige, 
May Bouyounan, George Zarife and the late Sami, Souheil, 

Pierre and Souheila.   
Simon Zarife will be buried on Saturday, December 9, 2023 at 

St. Maron Church (Independence) 
 

May his soul and the souls of  all the faithful departed through the mercy of 
God, rest in peace.  Amen 

CHRISTMAS NOVENA  
SCHEDULE 

 
Liturgy at 6:00 pm with Novena following 

 

CHAPEL 
 

December 15th  Liturgy and Novena 
 

December 18,19,20  Liturgy and Novena  
 

December 21, 22 Liturgy and Novena 

CHRISTMAS LITURGY  
SCHEDULE 

 
Vigil of Christmas Liturgy 
Sunday Dec. 24th   5:00 PM  
Chapel 
 
Midnight Christmas Liturgy 
Sunday/Monday Dec. 24th   12:00 AM   
Downtown 
 
Christmas Day Liturgies 
Monday Dec. 25th 9:30 AM  & 11:00 AM 
Downtown 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEW ICS BOARD 
 

Claire Naoum: President  Alya Essey: Vice-President 

Lisa Salwan: Treasurer  Cristina Lahoud: Recording Secretary 

Rose Habeeb: Corresponding Secretary 



 

 

Sunday of the Birth of St John the Baptizer أحد مولد يوحنّا  

From the letter of Saint Paul to the Galatians  4:21-5:1 رسالة القديّس بولس إلى أهل غلاطية 

 يا إخوَتِي،
ةوبقوُلوُا لي، أنَْتمُُ الَّذِينَ ترُِيدوُنَ أنَْ تكَُونُوا في حُكْمِ الشَّرِيعةَ، أمََا تسَْمَعوُنَ الشَّرِيعَة؟ فإنَِّهُ مَكْتُ    ا  .: كَانَ لِإبْراهيمَ ٱبْناَن، واحِدٌ مِنَ الـجَارِيةَ، ووَاحِدٌ مِنَ الـحُرَّ أمََّ

ةِ الوَعْد ا الَّذي مِنَ الـحُرّةِ فبَِقُوَّ وفي ذـلِكَ رَمْزٌ: فسََارَةُ وهَاجَرُ تمَُثِّلانِ عَهْديَن، عَهْداً مِنْ جَبَلِ سِيناَءَ يَلِدُ لِلعبُوُديَّة،  .الَّذي مِنَ الـجَارِيَةِ فقَدْ وُلِدَ بِحَسَبِ الـجَسَد، وَأمََّ
نَا؛  .بوُدِيَّةِ هيَ وأوَْلادهَُالعُ وهُوَ هَاجَر؛ لأنََّ هَاجَرَ هيَ جَبَلُ سِيناَءَ الَّذي في بِلادِ العَرَب، وتوُافقُِ أوُرَشَليمَ الـحَالِيَّة، لأنََّهَا في ا ة، وهِيَ أمُُّ ا أوُرَشَليمُ العلُْياَ فَهِيَ حُرَّ أمََّ

ضْ »لأنََّهُ مَكْتوُب:  جَة؛ إفِْرَحِي، أيََّتهَُا العاَقِرُ الَّتي لمَْ تلَِدْ؛ إِنْدفَِعِي بِالتَّرْنِيمِ وَ ٱصْرُخِي، أيََّتهَُا الَّتي لمَْ تتَمََخَّ ا أنَْتمُ،  .«لأنََّ أوَلادَ الـمَهْجُورَةِ أكَْثرَُ مِنْ أوَلادِ الـمُتزََوِّ أمََّ
وح، فَكَذلَِكَ الآنَ أيَْضً  .أيَُّهَا الِإخْوَة، فإنَِّكُم أوَْلادُ الوَعْدِ مِثلُْ إسِْحـق ولـكِن مَاذاَ يَقُولُ  .اولـكِن، كَمَا كَانَ حِينئَِذٍ ٱلـمَولوُدُ بِحَسَبِ الـجَسَدِ يَضْطَهِدُ الـمَوْلُودَ بِحَسَبِ الرُّ

ة «الكِتاَب؟  ة .«أطُْرُدِ الـجَارِيةََ وَٱبْنَهَا، لأنََّ ٱبْنَ الـجَارِيةَِ لا يَرِثُ معَ ٱبْنِ الـحُرَّ رَناَ لِنبَْقَى  .إِذاً، أيَُّهَا الِإخْوَة، لَسْناَ أوَْلادَ جَارِيَة، بَلْ أوَْلادُ الـحُرَّ إِنَّ الـمَسِيحَ قَدْ حَرَّ
 أحَرارًا. فٱَثبْتُوُا إِذاً ولا تعَوُدوُا تخَضَعوُنَ لِنيِرِ العبُوُدِيَّة.

 والتسبيحُ للهِ دائماً.

 
Tell me, you who desire to be subject to the law, will you not listen to the law? For it is written that Abra-
ham had two sons, one by a slave woman and the other by a free woman. One, the child of the slave, 
was born according to the flesh; the other, the child of the free woman, was born through the promise. 
Now this is an allegory: these women are two covenants. One woman, in fact, is Hagar, from Mount Si-
nai, bearing children for slavery. Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to the present Je-
rusalem, for she is in slavery with her children. But the other woman corresponds to the Jerusalem 
above; she is free, and she is our mother. For it is written, “Rejoice, you childless one, you who bear no 
children, burst into song and shout, you who endure no birth pangs; for the children of the desolate wom-
an are more numerous than the children of the one who is married.” Now you, my friends, are children of 
the promise, like Isaac. But just as at that time the child who was born according to the flesh persecuted 
the child who was born according to the Spirit, so it is now also. But what does the scripture say? “Drive 
out the slave and her child; for the child of the slave will not share the inheritance with the child of the 
free woman.” So then, friends, we are children, not of the slave but of the free woman. For freedom 

Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.  
 Praise be to God always! 

  

From the Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke 1:57-66 إنجيل القديّس لوقا 

 قال لوقا البشير،
مَ رَحْمَتهَُ لَهَا، فَفَرِحُوا مَعَهَا .تمََّ زَمَانُ إلِيصَاباَتَ لِتلَِد، فَوَلَدتَِ ٱبْناً بَّ قَدْ عَظَّ وْهُ بٱِسْمِ  .وسَمِعُ جِيرانهَُا وأقََارِبهُا أنََّ الرَّ بِيّ، وسَمَّ وفي اليَوْمِ الثَّامِنِ جَاؤُوا لِيَخْتنُِوا الصَّ

هُ وَقالتَْ:  .أبَيِهِ زَكَريَّا ى يوُحَنَّا»فأجََابتَْ أمُُّ  .«!لا! بَلْ يسَُمَّ
يهَُ  .«لا أحََدَ في قَرابتَِكِ يدُْعَى بِهذاَ ٱلٱسْم»فقاَلوُا لَهَا:   .وأشََارُوا إلِى أبَيِهِ مَاذاَ يرُيدُ أنَْ يسَُمِّ

بوُا جَمِيعهُُم .«إسِْمُهُ يوُحَنَّا!»فطَلبََ لَوْحًا وكَتبَ:   .فتَعََجَّ
 .جِيرانِهِم، وتحََدَّثَ النَّاسُ بِكُلِّ هذِهِ الأمُُورِ في كُلِّ جَبَلِ اليَهُودِيَّة يعِ وٱنْفتَحََ فَجْأةًَ فمَُ زَكَرِيَّا، وٱنْطَلَقَ لِسَانهُُ، وَجَعَلَ يتَكََلَّمُ ويبُاَرِكُ ٱلله، فٱَسْتوَلى الخَوْفُ على جَمِ 

فْلُ أنَْ يَكُون؟»وكانَ كُلُّ مَنْ سَمِعَ بِذلِكَ يَحْفظَُهُ في قلَْبهِِ قاَئِلاً:  بِّ حَقًّا مَعهَُ. .«ما عَسَى هذاَ الطِّ  وكانتَْ يَدُ الرَّ
ًّ والأمانُ لجَميعِكُم  حقا

 
Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. Her neighbors and relatives heard that 
the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. On the eighth day they came to cir-
cumcise the child, and they were going to name him Zechariah after his father. But his mother said, “No; he 
is to be called John.” They said to her, “None of your relatives has this name.” Then they began motioning 
to his father to find out what name he wanted to give him. He asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His 
name is John.” And all of them were amazed. Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue freed, and 
he began to speak, praising God. Fear came over all their neighbors, and all these things were talked about 
throughout the entire hill country of Judea. All who heard them pondered them and said, “What then will 
this child become?” For, indeed, the hand of the Lord was with him. 

This is the truth! Peace be with you. 

A Reading from the First Book of Samuel.                                                       1Samuel 1:9-11; 19b-23 

Hannah rose after one such meal at Shiloh, and presented herself before the Lord; at the time Eli the priest 
was sitting on a chair near the doorpost of the Lord’s temple. In her bitterness she prayed to the Lord, weeping 
freely, and made this vow: “O Lord of hosts, if you look with pity on the hardship of your servant, if you remem-
ber me and do not forget me, if you give your handmaid a male child, I will give him to the Lord all the days of 
his life. No razor shall ever touch his head.” When they returned Elkanah had intercourse with his wife Hannah, 
and the Lord remembered her. She conceived and, at the end of her pregnancy, bore a son whom she named 
Samuel. “Because I asked the Lord for him.” The next time her husband Elkanah was going up with the rest of 
his household to offer the customary sacrifice to the Lord and to fulfill his vows, Hannah did not go, explaining 
to her husband, “Once the child is weaned, I will take him to appear before the Lord and leave him there forev-
er.” Her husband Elkanah answered her: “Do what you think best; wait until you have weaned him. Only may 
the Lord fulfill his word!” And so she remained at home and nursed her son until she had weaned him. 

 

Praise be to God always. 



 

 

House Blessing  
Please call the office if you would like your home blessed  
216-520-5081  

Sacrament of Baptism and Confirmation 
 
If you are a new parent and wish to have your child baptized at Saint Maron Church or 
Chapel you must call the office at least two months in advance.  We try very hard to have 
only one baptism per Saturday and Sunday.  Times are after the 5pm Saturday liturgy 
(Chapel) or following the 11am Sunday liturgy (Church).   

Mystery of Crowning (Sacrament of  Matrimony)  
 
MANDATORY you contact and meet with Fr. Elias at least 8 months in advance of your 
desired date.  
 
Couples are required to  participate in our  pre-Cana classes. 
Once a couple has met with Father Elias their date will be secured.  
Call the office to schedule an  appointment.: 216.520.5081 

Communion and Anointing of the Sick 

Clergy is available to  administer Communion or for anointing of the sick 
to those homebound or hospitalized. Call the office if you or a family 
member is in need.   
 
For emergency only call: 612-501-6383 

FREEDOM TO 

MARRY LETTER  

Regardless of the situation, all necessary forms for  
couples living in the United States or abroad MUST be done.  This may 
take weeks or months so call to  
schedule an appointment with Fr. Elias as soon as  
possible.   
216-520-5081 

Confession is available prior to all liturgies.  
Please let the priest know you are interested.  

Christmas Poinsettias 2023                       Circle One:           $25 each 
 
In Memory of:     OR        In Thanksgiving:            Circle One                PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 
 
For:__________________________________________________________________________________   
                                           
 
Donated By:___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

50+ SOCIAL CLUB 
 
 

We would like to take this opportunity to wish all our Maronite brothers and sisters a 
Blessed Christmas. 
  
Our group would also like to extend an invitation to those 50 and over to join us whenever 
you see an activity that may interest you in the bulletin.  This club has no dues to pay.   

 
Join us on Friday, January 5- the “Feast of the Three Kings” for 10:00 Liturgy at the 
Chapel followed by a pot luck lunch as we make plans for 2024.  
 
 Mary Ann Watson  (mapw47@yahoo.com) 
 

mailto:mapw47@yahoo.com


 

 

Providence House Holiday Giving 
Looking for ways to make a difference this holiday season? Your generous  

donations help us make the holiday season brighter for children and families in  

crisis! 

 

Our Holiday Wish List includes items to support our children and families  

during the holidays and throughout the year. HOLIDAY WISH LIST 

 

We also have an Amazon Wish List, so you can shop online and have the items sent directly to  

Providence House! AMAZON WISH LIST 

Help support our mission to protect children, support families, and strengthen communities.  

Memorial Liturgies for 2024 
Please remember a 40 day Liturgy will always take precedence.   

 
We DO NOT schedule liturgies on the following dates: St. Maron Feast Day, Palm Sunday, Easter, First Communion,   

Christmas,  and Festival Weekend.  
 

 

Please email requests to : saintmaroncleveland@gmail.com or drop in collection basket.  PRINT CLEARLY 
 
Mem. Lit for ____________________________________________________ 
 
Given by: ____________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: _____________________________________________  Date: ________________  
 
 
Time:  5:00 pm Chapel____       9:30 am____    11:00 am____ 

https://www.provhouse.org/files/assets/2023providencehouseholidaywishlist.pdf
https://www.provhouse.org/files/assets/2023providencehouseholidaywishlist.pdf
https://a.co/3VHWmI5
https://a.co/3VHWmI5


 

 

BREAD in Memory of:                       
Deceased members of the Richards & Nofel  
families (Edward P. Richards, Jr.) 

Elias Said Sarrouh & Rachid Elias Sarrouh  
(Martha Sarrouh & family) 

Nabil Daher 
(Lina Daher & family) 

 

WINE in Memory of:     

Deceased members of the Richards & Nofel  
families (Edward P. Richards, Jr.) 

Elias Said Sarrouh & Rachid Elias Sarrouh  
(Martha Sarrouh & family) 

Nabil Daher 
(Lina Daher & family) 

 

CANDLES in Memory of:                   

Deceased members of the Richards & Nofel  
families 
(Edward P. Richards, Jr.) 

George & Roma Sessin 
(Their children & their families) 

Jacob & Juliette Saad & the deceased  
members of the Saad and Elzeer families 
(Thomas Saad & family) 

Elias Said Sarrouh & Rachid Elias Sarrouh  
(Martha Sarrouh & family) 

Nabil Daher 
(Lina Daher & family) 

 

In Thanksgiving  

William & Denise Bishilany & family 

For Declan Gordon 

Gifts of the Altar: December 2023 

GENERAL DEPOSIT $                                4,235.00 
Saturday 5:00 pm  $                                1,258.00 

Sunday 9:30 am 

Sunday 11:00 am  

$                                   611.00 

$                                2,366.00 

December 2023 

Olivia Rose Therese Matteo  
received the Sacraments of Baptism 

and Chrismation on  
Sunday,  December 3, 2023  

 
Daughter of Steven Matteo  

and Anne Marie Shibley Matteo 
 



 

 

                       Baking Company 
   Mediterranean Cuisine Catering 

Baked Fresh Daily,                                 Including Sundays 

1301 Carnegie Ave                             Phone (216)861-0317                               
Cleveland, Oh 44115                           Fax      (216)861-5536 
                                                        Toll Free   1-800-561-1317 

Ziad El-Hayek, D.M.D 

EMERGENCIES 

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED 
 
DENTURES  EXTRACTIONS 
CROWNS-BRIDGES TOOTH WHITENING 
GUM TREATMENTS COSMETIC DENTISTRY 
IMPLANTS 
 
Z DENTIST 
19680 CENTER RIDGE RD. 
ROCKY RIVER, OH 44116      216-251-4474      WWW.ZDENTISTOFFICE.COM 

            Charbel Harb 
 

         Proudly Serving Northeast        

  Ohio 

              Sell * Buy * Rent * Invest 

                Mobile: 216-346-6676 

                  Office: 440-449-9100 

                    Fax: 216-741-6871 

          harb1@sbcglobal.net   



 

 

ELITE REALTY CO. 

ELIAS N. MAROUN 

15390 E. BAGLEY ROAD 
MIDDLEBURG HTS., OH. 44130 

VOICE: 888-736-2212  FAX: 216-927-3800 
CELL: 216-406-4511  

REAL ESTATE CONSULTANT 

BROADVIEW AUTO SERVICE 
Import & Domestic Auto  

Repairs 
 

   5470 Broadview Rd. 
   Parma, Ohio 44134          216-661-4140 

Owned & Operated by Assaad & John Boumitri 

Our physicians 
 

Bipin K Sharma, MD   
Richard A. Del Rio, MD 

David B. Myers, MD   Maya G Merheb, MD*  
Fadi N. Bashour, MD* 

*We have Arabic speaking Physicians 
 

We treat:  Chronic Acid Reflux / Irritable Bowel  
Syndrome/ Colon Polyps & Colon Cancer / Crohn’s 

Disease and Colitis / Esophagus & Stomach  
Problems / Liver and Pancreas Disorders 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Our Locations: 
BRUNSWICK:  1299 Industrial Pkwy N, Suite 110 

MEDINA: 970 E. Washington St.  Suite 204 
PARMA: 6115 Powers Blvd. Medical Art Cntr. 4, St 301 

To schedule an appointment, call: 877-891-3636 
or 330.225.6468  

DIGESTIVE DISEASE  
CONSULTANTS 

MAYA G. MERHEB, MD        

Nadeem J. Koussa, D.D.S. 
                    Westlake     

                        24803 Detroit Road, Westlake OH 44145 
440-835-5388     

 

Strongsville               
14780 Pearl Road, Strongsville, OH 44136 

  440-268-0768 
 

Personalized Dental Care for the  
Entire Family 

www.smiledentist@att.net 
www.premierfamilydentaloh.com 

12900 Lake Ave. Unit 2 
Lakewood Oh 44107 
216-270-2300 The George Group Corporation  

Fady Chamoun  

Dr. Rustom & Mary Khouri  

http://www.smiledentist@att.net
http://www.premierfamilydentaloh.com

