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Commemoration of The Righteous & The Just 

The Sunday of the ‘Righteous and Just’ reminds us of our call to holiness. God invites every Christian to lead 
a holy life. In this week, we recall all the people who have led a holy life and are now enjoying everlasting 
glory with God in the heavenly kingdom. We are reminded that the saints in heaven participate in the glory of 
the resurrection of our Lord and we can as well. 
 
The Righteous and the Just are all the saints who are in heaven and they are our models. They could be our  
parents, relatives, and friends. Some saints have been pronounced saints officially by the Church after their 
death. The canonization process is a later addition in the Church. All those in heaven are saints and they can 
pray for us in heaven. 
 
The Gospel for this Sunday is Matthew 25:31-46. It is the parable of the sheep and the goats. This Gospel is 
a window from Christ himself of what judgement is like. It is simple, when Christ comes, he will judge us on 
our love. Christian love requires us to see Christ in everyone, no matter who they are.  Each of us must find 
how to live God’s love in our own life. 
 
As well as setting out how we will be judged and the criteria, the Gospel warns us about the possible  
outcomes of judgement. There will be a separation of the righteous sheep from the unrighteous goats. Alt-
hough we are saved by faith alone, the good works we do here on earth are the outward sign of our faith as 
Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. The Gospel inspires us to prepare, so that when the time comes, we may 
be counted amongst the sheep on God’s right hand and inherit his kingdom. 
 
The Gospel is preparing us for Great Lent, drawing our focus on death, judgement, and the final destiny of 
our soul and of humankind. Great Lent is a preparation for the second coming of the Savior. We are being 
reminded to take heed of how we live now, because each moment counts towards our judgement and we will 
be asked about it. We need to examine ourselves in this lead up to Great Lent and look for those things 
causing us to fall short of God’s love, so that we can make a genuine change.  We are being reminded that 
each day and each hour counts. 
 
We are being reminded of our collective responsibility as a nation, as a Church and as a world to consider 
how we deal with the weak and oppressed. We can assess our nation and our Church against the criteria of 
the Gospel. We can look at the world’s slums, refugees, minorities and the poor.  Many of the canonized 
Maronite saints did small things which have had a huge impact after their death. St Charbel and St Rafqa are 
examples of the love of Christ and have inspired many back to God. 
 
Blessed Yacoub El Capuchi (Jacob the Capuchin), a missionary and preacher undertook construction of 
homes for the elderly, beggars, orphans and ageing priests. He set up health centers, hospitals and nursing 
homes. He dedicated his life to doing good. He worked for the dignity of all people, especially the poor, with-
out distinctions based on religious belief. He became an example of dialogue and ecumenism based on the 
love of Christ. His Christian and religious witness became an example not only for the Maronite Church but 
for the whole Church. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Liturgy Intentions 
 

Commemoration of the Righteous & The Just 
 
Saturday January 27 
 
5:00 pm: Forty Day Liturgy for Simon Zarife 
(His family) 
 
Sunday January 28 
 
9:30 am: Parishioners Intentions 
 
11:00 am: Forty Day Liturgy for Sam Daher 
(Marie and Aref Daher and family) 
 
11:00 am: Mem Lit Nouha Nohra 
(Rebecca Abou Chedid) 
 
11:00 am: Mem. Liturgy for Mikhail Koussa & Fahimeh Younan 
(Their daughters Noura Asaad and Ghada Khron and their families) 
 
   

Next Week 
 

Commemoration of the Faithful Departed 
 

Friday February 2: Presentation of the Lord in the Temple 
 
6:00 pm CHAPEL 

 
Saturday February 3 
 
5:00 pm: Parishioners Intentions 
 
Sunday February 4 
 
9:30 am: Parishioners Intentions 
 
11:00 am: Forty Day Liturgy for Emile Badih Jehi  
(His daughter Lara Jehi and her husband Charbel Nemer and his  
daughter Sanaa Jehi and their families) 
 
11:00 am: Mem Lit. for Joseph Gantous 
(His wife and family) 
 

Church Organizations 
Parish Council       
President– Jèan Yaacoub 
2ndWed. of the month at 7:00 pm  
Finance Council 
President- Rick Ganim:  
3rd Wed of the month at 7:00 pm 
Immaculate Conception Sodality  (ICS)         
President– Claire Naoum 
1st Mon. of every month at 7:00pm  
Maronite Christian Formation Program (MCFP)   
Director– Elias Kanaan:  
Sundays (except Holy Days) 12:00-1:00 pm 
MaronKnights Dabke Group Tanya Elasmar:  
Maronite Youth Organization  (MYO)  
Coordinator– Peter Harb:   
Maronite Young Adults    (MYA)                             
President– Anessa Kleem  
Follow MYA page for updates 
Maronite Mothers Club (MMC)  
Coordinator- Tina Chamoun 
Arabic School: Coordinator: Jihad Kawkabani 
Classes Sat. Oct-April (except Holy Days) 10 am -12noon 
50+  Social Club Mary Ann Watson 
 1st Friday of each month.   Liturgy: 10:00 am 
Book & Cine Club Katia Abboud 
Rosary Prayer Group Daad Chamoun 
Social Committee 
Souheil Farah, Rita Lattouf, Claire Naoum 
St. Maron Health Committee Dr. Paul Farah 
Social Media Coordinator Jessica Khoury 
Order of Saint Sharbel 
Samir Farah and Daad Chamoun 

For the next two weeks we are pleased to welcome  

Fr. Patrick Kassab, from St. Raymond in St. Louis, 

who will be celebrating all of our Liturgies during 

Fr. Elias’ recovery. 

 
Please take a moment and  introduce yourself to  

Fr. Patrick.  

This weeks Second Collection is for  
Eparchial Charities 

 
The Eparchial Charities Collection is 
what allows the Eparchy to contribute 
to the most in need causes served by 

the United States Conference of  
Catholic Bishops  

St. Ignatius High School Academic  
Achievements Honors List 

 
Samuel Chalhoub  Julian El-Hayek 
Patrick Harb  Jacob Merheb 
 
St. Maron Church is proud of these young men.  

Presentation of  The Lord in the Temple 
 

We will celebrate Liturgy on Friday  
February 2nd at 6:00 pm (CHAPEL) 

Fr Elias Health Update: 
 

Fr. Elias had knee surgery on Thursday, January 25th. 
 

Per doctors orders, he must rest for the time being and  
although we are grateful for the outpouring of concern, we ask 

that you do not call or visit for the foreseeable time. 
 

Thank you for all your prayers.  



 

 

Sunday of the Righteous and the Just أحد الأبرار والصدّيقين 

From the letter to the Hebrews, 12:18-24 الرسالة إلى العبرانييّن 

 يا إخوَتِي،
ََ إنَِّكُم لَمْ تقَْترَِبوُا إِلى جَبَلٍ مَلْمُوس، ونارٍ مُتَّقِدةَ، وضَبَابٍ وظَلامٍ وزَوبعََة، وهُتاَفِ بوُق، وصَوتِ كَلِمَاتٍ  اُوُا   ََ ينَ سَمِعوُهَا َاََّ يُ ِِ ََ الَّ لَ

لَ هـِاَ الأمَْر:   .«!ولوَ َنََّ بَهِيمَةً مَسَّتِ الـجَبَلَ ترُْجَم»مِنهَا كَلِمَة؛ لأنََّهُم لَمْ يطُِيقوُا تحََمُّ
 .«!إنِِّي خَائِفٌ ومُرْتعَِد»وكانَ الـمَنْظَرُ رَهِيبًا حَتَّى إِنَّ مُوسَى قال: 

الـمَلائكَِة، وإِلى عِيدٍ حَافِل، وإِلى  منَ بَلِ ٱقْترََبْتمُ إِلى جَبَلِ صِهْيوُن، وإِلى مَدِينَةِ اللهِ الـحَيّ، َوُرَشَلِيمَ السَّماوِيَّة، وإِلى عَشَرَاتِ الألُوُفِ 
ينَ بَ  ِِ ِِ العهَْدِ الـجَدِيد، لغَُ كَنيِسَةِ الأبَْكَارِ الـمَكْتوُبيِنَ في السَّمَاوَات، وإِلى اللهِ ُيَّانِ الـجَمِيع، وإلِى َرَْواحِ الأبَْرَارِ الَّ وا الكَمَال، وإِلى وَسِي

 يسَُوع، وإِلى ُمَِ رَشٍّ ينَْطِقُ بكَلامٍَ َفَْضَلَ مِنْ ُمَِ هَابيِل!
 والتسبيحُ للهِ ُائماً.

You have not come to something that can be touched, a blazing fire, and darkness, and gloom, and a 
tempest, and the sound of a trumpet, and a voice whose words made the hearers beg that not another 
word be spoken to them. (For they could not endure the order that was given, “If even an animal 
touches the mountain, it shall be stoned to death. "Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, 
“I tremble with fear.”) But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heaven-
ly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, and to the assembly of the firstborn who 
are enrolled in heaven, and to God the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, and 
to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the 
blood of Abel. 
Praise be to God always! 

  

From the Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, 25:31-46 ّإنجيل القديّس متى 

 قالَ الربُّ يسَوع:
 مَتىَ جَاءَ ٱبْنُ الِإنْسَانِ في مَجْدِهِ، وجَمِيعُ المَلائِكَةِ مَعَهُ، يَجْلِسُ على عَرْشِ مَجْدِهِ.» 

اعِي الخِرَافَ مِنَ الجِداَء. َُ الرَّ َُ بَعْضَهُم مِنْ بعَْض، كَمَا يمَُيِّ  وتجُْمَعُ لَديَْهِ جَمِيعُ الأمَُم، فيَمَُيِّ
ٍِ يقَوُلُ المَلِكُ لِلَِّينَ عَنْ يمَِينِهِ: تعََالوَا، ا مُبَارَكي َبَي، رِثوُا المَلكَُوتَ المُعَدَّ لكَُم مُنُِْ يَ  ويقُِيمُ الخِرَافَ عَنْ يمَِينِهِ وَالجِداَءَ عَنْ شِمَالِهِ. حِينئَِ
عَمْتمُُونِي، وعَطِشْتُ فسََقَيْتمُُونِي، وكُنْتُ غَريبًا فَآوَيْتمُُوني، َْ َ  إنِْشَاءِ العَالَم؛  لأنَِّي جُعْتُ فَأ

ٍِ يُجِيبهُُ الأبَْرَارُ قَائِلين: رْتمُُونِي، ومَحْبوُسًا فَأتَيَْتمُ إِليّ حِينئَِ َُ عَمْنَاك، َوَ يَ  وعُرْيَانًا فكََسَوْتمُُوني، ومَريضًا فَ َْ َ ا رَبّ، مَتىَ رََيَْنَاكَ جَائعًِا فَأ
 عَطْشَانَ فسََقيَْنَاك؟ ومَتىَ رََيَْنَاكَ غَريبًا فَآوَيْنَاك، َوَ عُرْيَانًا فكََسَوْنَاك؟

َُ المَلِكُ ويقَوُلُ لَهُم: َلَحَقَّ َقَوُلُ لكَُم: كُلُّ  غَار، فَلِي  ومَتىَ رََيَْنَاكَ مَريضًا َوَ مَحْبوُسًا فَأتَيَْنَا إِليَْك؟ فيَجُِي مَا عَمِلْتمُُوهُ لأحََدِ إِخْوَتِي هؤُاءِ الصِّ
 عَمِلْتمُُوه!

هِ؛جُنُ ثمَُّ يقَوُلُ لِلَِّينَ عَنْ شِمَالِهِ: إِذْهَبوُا عَنِّي، يَا مَلاعِين، إِلى النَّارِ الأبََدِيَّةِ المُعَدَّةِ لِإبْلِيسَ و ُِ و  
عَمْتمُُونِي، وعَطِشْتُ فمََا سَقَيْتمُُوني، وكُنْتُ غَريبًا فمََا آوَيْتمُُونِي، وعُرْيَانًا فَمَا  َْ وْتمُُونِي، ومَرِيضًا ومَحْبوُسًا فمََا كَسَ لأنَِّي جُعْتُ فَمَا ََ

ٍِ يجُِيبهُُ هؤُاءِ َيَْضًا قَائِلين: يَا رَبّ، مَتىَ رََيَْنَاكَ جائَعًِا َوَْ عَطْشَانَ َوَْ غَرِيبً  ٍِ ا ََ زُرْتمُُونِي ! حِينَئِ و مَريضًا َوَ مَحْبوُسًا ومَا خَدمَْنَاك؟ حِينئَِ
غَار، فلِي لَمْ تعَْمَلوُه.  يجُِيبهُُم قِائلِاً: َلَحَقَّ َقَوُلُ لكَُم: كُلُّ مَا لَمْ تعَْمَلوُهُ لأحََدِ هؤُاءِ الصِّ

َُ هؤُاءِ إِلى العَِاَبِ الأبََدِيّ، والأبَْرَارُ إِلى الحَيَاةِ الأبََدِيَّة  ..«ويَِْهَ
ًّ والأمانُ لجَميعِكُم  حقا

 
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of 
his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as 
a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats 
at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave 
me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I 
was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you vis-
ited me.’“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave 
you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and 
welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison 
and visited you?’ And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least 
of these who are members of my family, you did it to me. ‘Then he will say to those at his left hand, 
‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I 
was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger 
and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did 
not visit me.’” “Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a 
stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ Then he will answer them, ‘Truly 
I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ And these will 
go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 
This is the truth. Peace be with you. 



 

 

House Blessing  
Please call the office if you would like your home blessed  
216-520-5081  

Sacrament of Baptism and Confirmation 
 
If you are a new parent and wish to have your child baptized at Saint Maron Church or 
Chapel you must call the office at least two months in advance.  We try very hard to have 
only one baptism per Saturday and Sunday.  Times are after the 5pm Saturday liturgy 
(Chapel) or following the 11am Sunday liturgy (Church).   

Mystery of Crowning (Sacrament of  Matrimony)  
 
MANDATORY you contact and meet with Fr. Elias at least 8 months in advance of your 
desired date.  
 
Couples are required to  participate in our  pre-Cana classes. 
Once a couple has met with Father Elias their date will be secured.  
Call the office to schedule an  appointment.: 216.520.5081 

Communion and Anointing of the Sick 

Clergy is available to  administer Communion or for anointing of the sick 
to those homebound or hospitalized. Call the office if you or a family 
member is in need.   
 
For emergency only call: 612-501-6383 

FREEDOM TO 

MARRY LETTER  

Regardless of the situation, all necessary forms for  
couples living in the United States or abroad MUST be done.  This may 
take weeks or months so call to  
schedule an appointment with Fr. Elias as soon as  
possible.   
216-520-5081 

Confession is available prior to all liturgies.  
Please let the priest know you are interested.  

50+ SOCIAL CLUB 
 
 
Join us on February 2nd as we meet for Liturgy at 10:00 am (Chapel), followed by Pizza and Salad  
Lunch and games. 
 
Cost $10 per person.  Everyone is to “Bring your own Drink” and a game to play. 
 
RSVP– Mary Ann @ 216-521-5481 No Later than January 29 

A Reading from the Book of Wisdom.                                                         Wisdom 5:1-8;15-16 
Then shall the righteous one with great assurance confront his oppressors who set at naught his la-
bors. Seeing this, the wicked shall be shaken with dreadful fear, and be amazed at the unexpected 
salvation. They shall say among themselves, ruefuland groaning through anguish of spirit: “This is 
the one whom once we held as a laughingstock and as a type for mockery, fools that we were! His 
life we accounted madness, and death dishonored. See how he is accounted among the heavenly be-
ings; how his lot is with the holy ones! We, then, have strayed from the way of truth, and the light of 
righteousness did not shine for us, and the sun did not rise for us. We were entangled in the thorns of 
mischief and of ruin; we journeyed through trackless deserts, but the way of the Lord we never 
knew. What did our pride avail us? What have wealth and its boastfulness afforded us? But the right-
eous live forever, and in the Lord is their recompense, and the thought of them is with the Most 
High. Therefore shall they receive the splendid crown, the beautiful diadem, from the hand of the 
Lord, For he will shelter them with his right hand, and protect them with his arm. 
Praise be to God always. 



 

 

Contact the office  to schedule a  
Memorial Liturgy for a loved one.  

 
It is not to early to schedule for 2024 

216-520-5081 office 

ASH MONDAY 

The Divine Liturgy and the 

Ritual of the Distribution of 

Ashes will be  

celebrated on: 

Monday February 

12th 

 

10:00 am: Chapel  

(Independence) 

 

   7:00 pm: St. Maron 

Church (Downtown) 

All Maronites who are 

physically capable are to  

abstain from meat on Ash 

Monday (February 12th) 

and all Fridays of Lent.  

• Ash Monday and the 

Great Friday of the  

Crucifixion are also 

days of fasting.  

Fasting in the  

Maronite Church  

involves eating and 

drinking nothing at 

all (except water and 

medicine) from mid-

night until noon. 

The rest of the day 

normal meals can be 

taken, but without 

meat. All Maronites 

who are physically 

capable are to fast 

on these two days.  

BENEDICTION AND  
STATIONS OF THE CROSS  

 
6:30 pm DOWNTOWN  

 
February  16, 23 

 
March  1, 8, 15, 22 

 
Followed by meatless pot-luck 

Tickets on Sale following all Liturgies 



 

 

BREAD in Memory of:                       
Deceased members of the Richards & Nofel  
families (Edward P. Richards, Jr.) 

Elias Said Sarrouh & Rachid Elias Sarrouh  
(Martha Sarrouh & family) 

Jeanette Elhindi 
(Adib & Nadine Elhindi) 

Deeb Tannous, wife Hannah & daughter Hend 
(son Daas D. Tannous & family) 

 

WINE in Memory of:     

Deceased members of the Richards & Nofel  
families (Edward P. Richards, Jr.) 

Elias Said Sarrouh & Rachid Elias Sarrouh  
(Martha Sarrouh & family) 

Pauline Peters 
(John & Lorrie Peters) 

Jeanette Elhindi 
(Adib & Nadine Elhindi) 

Deeb Tannous, wife Hannah & daughter Hend 
(son Daas D. Tannous & family) 

 

CANDLES in Memory of:                   

Deceased members of the Richards & Nofel  
families 
(Edward P. Richards, Jr.) 

George & Roma Sessin 
(Their children & their families) 

Jacob & Juliette Saad & the deceased  
members of the Saad and Elzeer families 
(Thomas Saad & family) 

Elias Said Sarrouh & Rachid Elias Sarrouh  
(Martha Sarrouh & family) 

Jeanette Elhindi 
(Adib & Nadine Elhindi) 

Deeb Tannous, wife Hannah & daughter Hend 
(son Daas D. Tannous & family) 

 

In Thanksgiving  

William & Denise Bishilany & family 

Gifts of the Altar:  January 2024 

 
COFFEE AND DONUTS 

 

Stop by after Sunday Liturgy in the church  
basement for coffee,  

donuts and conversation.  

January 21, 2024 

General Deposit:           $1,620.00 
 
Saturday 5:00 pm             $  422.00 
 
Sunday 9:30 am               $  370.00 
 
Sunday 11:00 am             $   828.00  

 

Call or email the office if you are in 
need of a contribution statement  

for 2023. 
216-520-5081 or  

saintmaroncleveland@gmail.com 

 

The Sodality invites you to attend the Rosary 

Prayers and “Ziyah Al Adra” on Monday,  

February 5th at 7:00 pm at the Chapel in  

Independence.  Following will be meeting and 

a Pot Luck dinner at the Parish Center. 

Hope to see you there.   
 

                   Theme: Lenten Season 
 

New members are always welcome. 

FRIDAY JANUARY 26TH 



 

 

                       Baking Company 
   Mediterranean Cuisine Catering 

Baked Fresh Daily,                                 Including Sundays 

1301 Carnegie Ave                             Phone (216)861-0317                               
Cleveland, Oh 44115                           Fax      (216)861-5536 
                                                        Toll Free   1-800-561-1317 

Ziad El-Hayek, D.M.D 

EMERGENCIES 

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED 
 
DENTURES  EXTRACTIONS 
CROWNS-BRIDGES TOOTH WHITENING 
GUM TREATMENTS COSMETIC DENTISTRY 
IMPLANTS 
 
Z DENTIST 
19680 CENTER RIDGE RD. 
ROCKY RIVER, OH 44116      216-251-4474      WWW.ZDENTISTOFFICE.COM 

            Charbel Harb 
 

         Proudly Serving Northeast        

  Ohio 

              Sell * Buy * Rent * Invest 

                Mobile: 216-346-6676 

                  Office: 440-449-9100 

                    Fax: 216-741-6871 

          harb1@sbcglobal.net   



 

 

ELITE REALTY CO. 

ELIAS N. MAROUN 

15390 E. BAGLEY ROAD 
MIDDLEBURG HTS., OH. 44130 

VOICE: 888-736-2212  FAX: 216-927-3800 
CELL: 216-406-4511  

REAL ESTATE CONSULTANT 

BROADVIEW AUTO SERVICE 
Import & Domestic Auto  

Repairs 
 

   5470 Broadview Rd. 
   Parma, Ohio 44134          216-661-4140 

Owned & Operated by Assaad & John Boumitri 

Our physicians 
 

Bipin K Sharma, MD   
Richard A. Del Rio, MD 

David B. Myers, MD   Maya G Merheb, MD*  
Fadi N. Bashour, MD* 

*We have Arabic speaking Physicians 
 

We treat:  Chronic Acid Reflux / Irritable Bowel  
Syndrome/ Colon Polyps & Colon Cancer / Crohn’s 

Disease and Colitis / Esophagus & Stomach  
Problems / Liver and Pancreas Disorders 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Our Locations: 
BRUNSWICK:  1299 Industrial Pkwy N, Suite 110 

MEDINA: 970 E. Washington St.  Suite 204 
PARMA: 6115 Powers Blvd. Medical Art Cntr. 4, St 301 

To schedule an appointment, call: 877-891-3636 
or 330.225.6468  

DIGESTIVE DISEASE  
CONSULTANTS 

MAYA G. MERHEB, MD        

Nadeem J. Koussa, D.D.S. 
                    Westlake     

                        24803 Detroit Road, Westlake OH 44145 
440-835-5388     

 

Strongsville               
14780 Pearl Road, Strongsville, OH 44136 

  440-268-0768 
 

Personalized Dental Care for the  
Entire Family 

www.smiledentist@att.net 
www.premierfamilydentaloh.com 

12900 Lake Ave. Unit 2 
Lakewood Oh 44107 
216-270-2300 The George Group Corporation  

Fady Chamoun  

Dr. Rustom & Mary Khouri  

http://www.smiledentist@att.net
http://www.premierfamilydentaloh.com

