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Fourth Week of  Lent      Parable of the Prodigal Son 

SAINT MARON CHURCH 

Adding to the miracles that Jesus performed during his ministry to show people God’s love 
and mercy toward His creation, he used many parables or stories to tell them about what 
God’s love looks like and how it works. 
 
Today’s Gospel is one of the most important stories told by Jesus, showing  us God’s infinite 
and unconditional love toward us. It shows us that God is always opening the door for us no 
matter how far away we distance ourselves from him. 
 
This story is about two sons and their father. The younger son took his share of the inher-
itance, walking away from home and spending all he had received. The older son stayed with 
his father, working and helping him. After spending everything, the younger son came back 
home asking his father to work like a servant for him. However, his father welcomed him like 
a prince giving him back his dignity as if nothing had happened. The older son  became jeal-
ous and complained about the situation. 
 
When it comes to our human thinking, many interpret this as being unfair, but not in the eyes 
of God. God gave us this life abundantly and he wants us to live it joyfully, but many times 
we forget that He is the source of all what we have, and we walk away from him. Sometimes 
we get very busy in our daily life and we forget about his presence. But when we feel  
shakable, we run back to him and without judgement He helps and forgives us as the father in 
this story did toward his son. 
 
Through this story Jesus wants us to understand that there is always a way to come back to 
him  no matter how much our sins have taken us away. He will always be like that father, 
opening his arms to welcome us. He will always restore what was broken in our life. All that 
is required of us is to be humble and admit our faults as the prodigal son had done. We are the 
ones who must change, not God. Nothing can stop him from loving us! 



 

 

Liturgy Intentions 
 

Parable of the Prodigal Son 
 
Saturday March 2 
 
5:00 pm:  One Week Liturgy for George Abed el Massih 
(His sister in law Rita Salloum and her husband Saba Salloum 
and family) 
 
Sunday March 3 
 
9:30 am: Parishioners Intentions 
 
11:00 am: Forty Day Liturgy for Alice Hatem 
(Her nephews Waleed and Emil Hatem and their families) 
 
11:00 am: Mem Lit for Elias Antoon, Sr. 
(The Antoon family) 
 

Next Week 
 

Healing of the Paralytic 
 

Saturday March 9 
 
5:00 pm: Mem Lit for Alfred Joseph Habeeb 
(His sister Rose Habeeb) 
 
Sunday March 10 
 
9:30 am: Parishioners Intentions 
 
11:00 am: Forty Day Liturgy for Zeina Youssef Tannous  
(Her children, her siblings and their families) 
 
11:00 am: Mem Lit for Elias Tabet 
(His son Kamal Tabet) 
 

Church Organizations 
Parish Council       
President– Jèan Yaacoub 
2ndWed. of the month at 7:00 pm  
Finance Council 
President- Rick Ganim:  
3rd Wed of the month at 7:00 pm 
Immaculate Conception Sodality  (ICS)         
President– Claire Naoum 
1st Mon. of every month at 7:00pm  
Maronite Christian Formation Program (MCFP)   
Director– Elias Kanaan:  
Sundays (except Holy Days) 12:00-1:00 pm 
MaronKnights Dabke Group Tanya Elasmar:  
Maronite Youth Organization  (MYO)  
Coordinator– Peter Harb:   
Maronite Young Adults    (MYA)                             
President– Anessa Kleem  
Follow MYA page for updates 
Maronite Mothers Club (MMC)  
Coordinator- Tina Chamoun 
Arabic School: Coordinator: Jihad Kawkabani 
Classes Sat. Oct-April (except Holy Days) 10 am -12noon 
50+  Social Club Mary Ann Watson 
 1st Friday of each month.   Liturgy: 10:00 am 
Book & Cine Club Katia Abboud 
Rosary Prayer Group Daad Chamoun 
Social Committee 
Souheil Farah, Rita Lattouf, Claire Naoum 
St. Maron Health Committee Dr. Paul Farah 
Social Media Coordinator Jessica Khoury 
Order of Saint Sharbel 
Samir Farah and Daad Chamoun 

NAM Mid-West Lenten Retreat:  

Saturday, March 16, 2024 

At Basilica and National Shrine of Our Lady of  

Lebanon, North Jackson, OH 

Retreat Master: Fr. Chris Nahra 

Retreat Theme: LENT: Time to Prepare,  

Mission to Share 

Registration: $60.00 ($70) all meals inclusive – 

NAM members 55.00 ($65) 

 

Pre-Registration deadline: March 6, 2024  

Online registration: www.namnews.org 

 

For further information and by phone registration,  

contact parishioner Diane Maroun at 216-337-1547 

 

Aitaneet Foundation Scholarship Announcement 
 
Applicant must be of Lebanese Christian descent, a 2024 
graduate of an accredited secondary school, and accepted 
to an accredited post-secondary education institution. 
 
This year the following scholarships will be awarded: 
 
$2,000 Aitaneet Foundation Scholarship 
$1,000 Thomas & Mary Shaia Scholarship  
(Plus additional $1,000 if Financial need demonstrated) 
$2,000 Edward Nahra Scholarship 
$1,000 Maroun F. Daher Scholarship 
 
Selection based on academic achievement, extracurricular 
involvement, financial need, & service to school, church 
and community. 
 
Completed applications must be postmarked No later 
than May 6th, 2024.  
Recipients will be notified by June 17, 2024. 
You can download the application from Google Drive at 
the following  URL: https://tinyurl.com/5dt2fubc 
 
For questions, call Jihad Kawkabani: (440) 544-6260 and 
leave a message or e-mail us at  
aitaneetfoundation@yahoo.com. 



 

 

Fourth Sunday of Great Lent: Sunday of the 
Prodigal Son 

 الأحد الرابع من الصوم الكبیر : أحد مثل الابن الشاطر

From the letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians, II-13:5-13 رسالة القدیّس بولس إلى أھل قورنتس 

 یا إخوَتِي،
 !وعَ فیِكُم؟ إِلاَّ إِذاَ كُنْتمُ مَرْفوُضِینیَسُ إِخْتبَِرُوا أنَْفسَُكُم، ھَلْ أنَْتمُ رَاسِخُونَ في الإِیْمَان. إِمْتحَِنوُا أنَْفسَُكُم. ألاَ تعَْرِفوُنَ أنََّ الـمَسِیحَ 

 !فأرَْجُو أنَْ تعَْرِفوُا أنََّنا نَحْنُ لَسْنا مَرْفُوضِین
ِ كَيْ لا تفَْعلَوُا أيََّ شَرّ، لا لِنظَْھَرَ نَحْنُ مَقْبوُلِین، بَلْ لِكَي تفَْعلَوُا أنَْتمُُ الـخَیْر  !نَكُونَ نَحْنُ كَأنََّنا مَرْفوُضُون، وونصَُلِّي إِلى ٱ

 !فإَنَِّنا لا نَسْتطَِیعُ أنَْ نَفْعَلَ شَیْئاً ضِدَّ الـحَقّ، بَلْ لأجَْلِ الـحَقّ 
 .كَي تكَُونوُا كَامِلِینلِ  أجََلْ، إِنَّنا نَفْرَحُ عِنْدمَا نَكُونُ نَحْنُ ضُعَفَاء، وتكَُونوُنَ أنَْتمُ أقَْوِیاَء. مِنْ أجَْلِ ھـذاَ أیَْضًا نصَُلِّي
بّ  لْطَانِ الَّذي أعَْطَانِي إیَِّاهُ الرَّ  .لِبنُْیَانِكُم لا لِھَدْمِكُم، أكَْتبُُ ھـذاَ وأنَا غَائِب، لِئلاََّ أعَُامِلَكُم بِقَسَاوَةٍ وأنَا حَاضِر، بِالسُّ

عوُا، وكُونُوا عَلى رَأيٍْ وَاحِد، وعِیشُوا في سَلا  !وإِلـھُ الـمَحَبَّةِ والسَّلامِ یَكُونُ مَعَكُمم، وبَعْدُ، أیَُّھَا الإِخْوَة، إفِْرَحُوا، وَٱسْعَوا إلِى الكَمَال، وتشََجَّ
یسِینَ یُسَلِّمُونَ عَلیَْكُم  .سَلِّمُوا بَعْضُكُم عَلى بَعْضٍ بِقبُْلَةٍ مُقَدَّسَة. جَمِیعُ القِدِّ

وحِ القدُسُِ مَعَكُم أجَْمَعِین!. ، وَشَرِكَةُ الرُّ بِّ یَسُوعَ الـمَسِیح، ومَحَبَّةُ ٱ  نِعْمَةُ الرَّ
ِ دائماً.  والتسبیحُ 
Examine yourselves to see whether you are living in faith. Test yourselves. Do you not realize that Je-
sus Christ is in you?—unless, of course, you fail the test. I hope you will discover that we have not 
failed. But we pray to God that you may not do evil, not that we may appear to have passed the test but 
that you may do what is right, even though we may seem to have failed.  For we cannot do anything 
against the truth, but only for the truth. For we rejoice when we are weak but you are strong. What we 
pray for is your improvement. I am writing this while I am away, so that when I come I may not have to 
be severe in virtue of the authority that the Lord has given me to build up and not to tear down. Finally, 
brothers and sisters, rejoice. Mend your ways, encourage one another, agree with one another, live in 
peace, and the God of love and peace will be with you. Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the holy 
ones greet you. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with all of you. 
Praise be to God always! 

  
From the Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke 15:11-32 إنجیل القدیّس لوقا 

 قالَ الربُّ یَسوع:
تِي مِنَ المِیرَاث. فَقَسَمَ لَھُمَا ثرَْوَتھَُ  .كانَ لِرَجُلٍ ٱبْناَن" تِھِ، وسَافَرَ إلِى بلََدٍ بَعِید.  .فَقالَ أصَْغَرُھُمَا لأبَِیھ: یاَ أبَي، أعَْطِنِي حِصَّ بْنُ الأصَْغَرُ كُلَّ حِصَّ وَبَعْدَ أیََّامٍ قلَِیلةَ، جَمَعَ ا

ا أنَْفَقَ كُلَّ شَيء، حَدثَتَْ في ذلِكَ البَلَدِ مَجَاعَةٌ شَدِیدةَ، فبََدأََ یحُِسُّ باِلعَوَز .وَھُناَكَ بَدَّدَ مَالھَُ في حَیَاةِ الطَّیْش فَذھََبَ وَلَجَأَ إِلى وَاحِدٍ مِنْ أھَْلِ ذلِكَ البلََد، فأَرَْسَلھَُ إِلى  .وَلَمَّ
وبِ الَّذي كَانَتِ الخَناَزِیرُ تأَكُْلھُُ، وَلا یعُْطِیھِ مِنْھُ أحََد. .حُقوُلِھِ لِیَرْعَى الخَنَازِیر  وَكانَ یشَْتھَي أنَْ یَمْلأَ جَوْفھَُ مِنَ الخَرُّ

وَلا  .أقَُومُ وَأمَْضي إلِى أبَي وَأقَُولُ لھَُ: یاَ أبَِي، خَطِئتُْ إِلى السَّمَاءِ وَأمََامَكَ  !فَرَجَعَ إلِى نَفْسِھِ وَقاَل: كَمْ مِنَ الأجَُرَاءِ عِنْدَ أبَي، یَفْضُلُ الخُبْزُ عَنْھُم، وَأنَا ھھُناَ أھَْلِكُ جُوعًا
 !أسَْتحَِقُّ بَعْدُ أنَْ أدُْعَى لَكَ ٱبْناً. فٱَجْعلَْنِي كَأحََدِ أجَُرَائِكَ 

فَقالَ لَھُ ٱبْنھُُ: یاَ أبَي، خَطِئْتُ إلِى السَّمَاءِ وَأمََامَكَ. وَلا  .ھِ عَلى عُنقُِھِ وَقَبَّلھَُ طَوِیلاً سِ فَقاَمَ وَجَاءَ إلِى أبَیِھ. وفِیمَا كَانَ لا یَزَالُ بَعِیداً، رَآهُ أبَوُه، فَتحََنَّنَ عَلیَْھ، وَأسَْرَعَ فَألَْقَى بنَِفْ 
 ...أسَْتحَِقُّ بَعْدُ أنَْ أدُْعَى لَكَ ٱبْناً

نِ وٱذْبَحُوه، وَلْنأَكُْلْ وَنتَنََعَّمْ لیَْ فَقالَ الأبَُ لِعَبیدِهِ: أسَْرِعُوا وَأخَْرِجُوا الحُلَّةَ الفاَخِرَةَ وَألَْبِسُوه، وٱجْعلَوُا في یَدِهِ خَاتمًَا، وفي رِجْ  لأنََّ ٱبْنِيَ ھذاَ  !ھِ حِذاَء، وَأتْوُا باِلعِجْلِ المُسَمَّ
 .كَانَ مَیْتاً فَعاَش، وَضَائِعاً فَوُجِد. وَبَدأَوُا یَتنََعَّمُون

ا جَاءَ وٱقْترََبَ مِنَ البَیْت، سَمِعَ غِناَءً وَرَقْصًا فَدعَا وَاحِداً مِنَ الغِلْمَانِ وَسَألَھَُ: مَا عَسَى أنَْ یَكُونَ ھذاَ؟ فَقالَ لھَُ: جَاءَ أخَُوك، فَذبََحَ أبَُوكَ  .وكانَ ٱبْنھُُ الأكَْبَرُ في الحَقْل. فلََمَّ
ن، لأنََّھُ لَقِیَھُ سَالِمًا  .فَغَضِبَ وَلَمْ یرُِدْ أنَْ یَدْخُل. فَخَرَجَ أبَُوهُ یتَوََسَّلُ إلَِیْھ .العِجْلَ المُسَمَّ

نیِن، وَلَمْ أخَُالِفْ لَكَ یَوْمًا أمَْرًا، وَلَمْ تعُْطِنِي   .ةً جَدْیًا، لأتَنََعَّمَ مَعَ أصَْدِقاَئِيمَرَّ فأَجََابَ وقَالَ لأبَِیھ: ھَا أنَا أخَْدمُُكَ كُلَّ ھذِهِ السِّ
ن وَانِي، ذبََحْتَ لَھُ العِجْلَ المُسَمَّ ا جَاءَ ٱبْنكَُ ھذاَ الَّذي أكََلَ ثرَْوَتكََ مَعَ الزَّ ولكِنْ كانَ  .فَقالَ لھَُ أبَُوه: یاَ وَلَدِي، أنَْتَ مَعِي في كُلِّ حِین، وَكُلُّ مَا ھُوَ لِي ھُوَ لَكَ  !ولكِنْ لَمَّ

 ..«ینَْبَغِي أنَْ نَتنََعَّمَ وَنَفْرَح، لأنََّ أخََاكَ ھذاَ كانَ مَیْتاً فَعاَش، وَضَائِعاً فَوُجِد
 حقا والأمانُ لجَمیعِكُم
“A man had two sons, and the younger son said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of your estate that should 
come to me.’ So the father divided the property between them. After a few days, the younger son collected all his be-
longings and set off to a distant country where he squandered his inheritance on a life of dissipation. When he had 
freely spent everything, a severe famine struck that country, and he found himself in dire need. So he hired himself out 
to one of the local citizens who sent him to his farm to tend the swine. And he longed to eat his fill of the pods on which 
the swine fed, but nobody gave him any. Coming to his senses he thought, ‘How many of my father’s hired workers 
have more than enough food to eat, but here am I, dying from hunger. I shall get up and go to my father and I shall say 
to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I no longer deserve to be called your son; treat me as 
you would treat one of your hired workers.” ’ So he got up and went back to his father. While he was still a long way off, 
his father caught sight of him, and was filled with compassion. He ran to his son, embraced him and kissed him. His 
son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you; I no longer deserve to be called your son.’ But 
his father ordered his servants, ‘Quickly bring the finest robe and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on 
his feet. Take the fattened calf and slaughter it. Then let us celebrate with a feast, because this son of mine was dead, 
and has come to life again; he was lost, and has been found.’ Then the celebration began. Now the older son had been 
out in the field and, on his way back, as he neared the house, he heard the sound of music and dancing. He called one 
of the servants and asked what this might mean. The servant said to him, ‘Your brother has returned and your father 
has slaughtered the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.’ He became angry, and when he refused 
to enter the house, his father came out and pleaded with him. He said to his father in reply, ‘Look, all these years I 
served you and not once did I disobey your orders; yet you never gave me even a young goat to feast on with my 
friends. But when your son returns who swallowed up your property with prostitutes, for him you slaughter the fattened 
calf.’ He said to him, ‘My son, you are here with me always; everything I have is yours. But now we must celebrate and 
rejoice, because your brother was dead and has come to life again; he was lost and has been found.’” 
This is the truth! Peace be with you. 



 

 

Easter Flowers 2024            PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY                 $25  
 
In Memory of: OR In Thanksgiving  (Circle One) 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Donated By: ______________________________________________________________________ 

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Zechariah.   Zechariah 3:1-7  

Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the Lord, while the adversary stood 
at his right side to accuse him. And the angel of the Lord said to the adversary, “May the Lord rebuke you, O 
adversary; may the Lord who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is this not a brand plucked from the fire?” 
Now Joshua was standing before the angel, clad in filthy garments. Then the angel said to those standing be-
fore him, “Remove his filthy garments.” And to him he said, “Look, I have taken your guilt from you, and I 
am clothing you in stately robes.” Then he said, “Let them put a clean turban on his head.” And they put a 
clean turban on his head and clothed him with the garments while the angel of the Lord was standing by. 
Then the angel of the Lord charged Joshua: “Thus says the Lord of hosts: If you walk in my ways and carry 
out my charge, you will administer my house and watch over my courts; and I will give you access to those 
standing here.” Praise be to God, always 



 

 

 BENEDICTION AND  STATIONS       
  OF THE CROSS  
 

6:30 pm DOWNTOWN  
 

March  1, 8, 15, 22 
 

Followed by meatless pot-luck 
 

Security Provided 

ICS MAMMOUL 
SALE 

 
Orders for Mammoul will be  

taken following all Liturgies from Saturday 
Feb. 24th to Sunday March 17th.  

 
$20/Dozen 

 
Or you may call: 

 
Lydia Nahra @ 440-785-5079  

 
Claire Naoum @ 216-337-2851  

 
All orders must be paid for before  

March 17th. 
 

No orders will be taken after  
March 17th 

 
Pick Up after Liturgy on  

Saturday March 23rd and  
Sunday March 24th.  

 
 
 
 

The Guild of St Anthony Annual 
Recognition Dinner 

 
The Annual Fundraiser that helps raise money to 
assist the Antonine Sisters in their ministry for 
the elderly and disabled will be held on  
Saturday, April 6th in Cedar Hall at Our  
Lady of Lebanon National Shrine.  
 
Cocktails and Hors d’oeuvres begin at 6pm  
following the 5pm Liturgy. 
 
Cost is $95 per person. ($65 is tax deductible).  
 
Please sent a check to the “Antoine Sisters” by 
April 1st.   www.antoninevillage.org 



 

 

BREAD in Memory of:                       
Deceased members of the Richards & Nofel  
families (Edward P. Richards, Jr.) 

Hanna & Evelyn Ina and the deceased members 
of the family  (Their children) 

 

WINE in Memory of:     
Deceased members of the Richards & Nofel  
families (Edward P. Richards, Jr.) 

William & Genevieve Bishilany  
(William & Denise Bishilany & family) 

Hanna & Evelyn Ina and the deceased members 
of the family  (Their children) 

William & Genevieve Bishilany  
(Timothy & Nayann Pazyniak & family) 

 

CANDLES in Memory of:                   
Deceased members of the Richards & Nofel  
families 
(Edward P. Richards, Jr.) 

George & Roma Sessin 
(Their children & their families) 

Jacob & Juliette Saad & the deceased  
members of the Saad and Elzeer families 
(Thomas Saad & family) 

Hanna & Evelyn Ina and the deceased members of 
the family  (Their children) 

Gifts of the Altar:  March 2024 

 
COFFEE AND DONUTS 

 
Stop by after Sunday Liturgy in the church  

basement for coffee,  
donuts and conversation.  

February 26, 2024 

General Deposit:           $    2,457.00 
 
Saturday 5:00 pm             $      645.00 
 
Sunday 9:30 am               $      425.00 
 
Sunday 11:00 am             $     1,387.00 

 
Call or email the office if you are in 

need of a contribution statement  
for 2023. 

216-520-5081 or  
saintmaroncleveland@gmail.com 

 

The Sodality invites you to attend the Rosary 

Prayers and “Ziyah Al Adra” on Monday,  

March 4th  at 7:00 pm at the Chapel in  

Independence.  Following will be meeting and 

a Pot Luck dinner at the Parish Center. (IND) 

          Hope to see you there.   
 

      Theme: St Patrick/St. Joseph 
 

New members are always welcome. 



 

 

                       Baking Company 
   Mediterranean Cuisine Catering 

Baked Fresh Daily,                                 Including Sundays 

1301 Carnegie Ave                             Phone (216)861-0317                               
Cleveland, Oh 44115                           Fax      (216)861-5536 
                                                        Toll Free   1-800-561-1317 

Ziad El-Hayek, D.M.D 

EMERGENCIES 

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED 
 
DENTURES  EXTRACTIONS 
CROWNS-BRIDGES TOOTH WHITENING 
GUM TREATMENTS COSMETIC DENTISTRY 
IMPLANTS 
 
Z DENTIST 
19680 CENTER RIDGE RD. 
ROCKY RIVER, OH 44116      216-251-4474      WWW.ZDENTISTOFFICE.COM 

            Charbel Harb 
 
         Proudly Serving Northeast        

  Ohio 

              Sell * Buy * Rent * Invest 

                Mobile: 216-346-6676 

                  Office: 440-449-9100 

                    Fax: 216-741-6871 

          harb1@sbcglobal.net   



 

 

ELITE REALTY CO. 

ELIAS N. MAROUN 

15390 E. BAGLEY ROAD 
MIDDLEBURG HTS., OH. 44130 

VOICE: 888-736-2212  FAX: 216-927-3800 
     CELL: 216-406-4511  
___________________________________

REAL ESTATE CONSULTANT 

BROADVIEW AUTO SERVICE 
Import & Domestic Auto  

Repairs 
 

   5470 Broadview Rd. 
   Parma, Ohio 44134          216-661-4140 

Owned & Operated by Assaad & John Boumitri 

Our physicians 
 

Bipin K Sharma, MD   
Richard A. Del Rio, MD 

David B. Myers, MD   Maya G Merheb, MD*  
Fadi N. Bashour, MD* 

*We have Arabic speaking Physicians 
 

We treat:  Chronic Acid Reflux / Irritable Bowel  
Syndrome/ Colon Polyps & Colon Cancer / Crohn’s 

Disease and Colitis / Esophagus & Stomach  
Problems / Liver and Pancreas Disorders 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Our Locations: 
BRUNSWICK:  1299 Industrial Pkwy N, Suite 110 

MEDINA: 970 E. Washington St.  Suite 204 
PARMA: 6115 Powers Blvd. Medical Art Cntr. 4, St 301 

To schedule an appointment, call: 877-891-3636 
or 330.225.6468  www.mygidocs.com 

DIGESTIVE DISEASE  
CONSULTANTS 

MAYA G. MERHEB, MD        

Nadeem J. Koussa, D.D.S. 
                    Westlake     

                        24803 Detroit Road, Westlake OH 44145 
440-835-5388     

 
Strongsville               

14780 Pearl Road, Strongsville, OH 44136 
  440-268-0768 

 
Personalized Dental Care for the  

Entire Family 
www.smiledentist@att.net 

www.premierfamilydentaloh.com 

Fady Chamoun  

Dr. Rustom & Mary 
Khouri  

The George Group Corporation  

12900 Lake Ave. Unit 2 
Lakewood Oh 44107 
216-270-2300 


